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Bill Type and Number:    Ordinance   2017-631
Sponsor: Council Member R. Brown:
Date of Introduction: September 18, 2017
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU; R
Date of Analysis: September 22, 2017
Type of Action: Honorary Street Designation; Ordinance Code Waiver
Bill Summary: The ordinance is in regards to an honorary street designation and associated roadway markers; it establishes an honorary street designation on Eighth Street extending from Interstate 95 to Francis Street in Jacksonville for Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White; it provides for the installation of two honorary roadway markers to be located in appropriate locations on the designated roadway in Council District 8; the ordinance honors the legacy of Dr. Norma Ruth Solomon White and recognizes her achievements; the ordinance waives the requirements of Section 745.105(j) (3), Ordinance Code, regarding persons for whom honorary street designations may be named; the ordinance directs Legislative Services to forward the ordinance to the Planning Department.
Background Information: A native of Jacksonville, Dr. White earned a Bachelor’s degree from Florida A & M University and a Master’s degree (music) from Columbia University.  Florida A & M University subsequently awarded her an Honorary Doctorate in Humane Letters. Dr. White’s career was devoted to education.  She taught music and directed bands at several Jacksonville public schools such as Isiah Blocker Junior High School and the Darnell Cookman Junior High School.  Dr. White served as the Instrumental Music Coordinator for the Duval County School District and as Magnet Program Coordinator.  Dr. White was fully involved in numerous social and community organizations.  She was president of the Gamma Rho Omega chapter, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., a Senior Warden at St. Gabriel Episcopal Church, president of the Bold City chapter of The Links, Inc., chair of the Florida Commission on the Status of Woman and president of the Duval Retired Educators Association.  Dr. White was the recipient of an EVE Award in Fine Arts and the Girl Scouts’ “Woman of Distinction.”  The Planning & Development Department twice mailed written notifications to affected property owners regarding the proposed honorary street designation; 75% of the property owners consented to the honorary designation.
Policy Impact: Public Works Department/Planning & Development Department
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Jackson
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